
Cave cacophony causes 

NASHIRA DAVIDS 

AT SUNSET, tigurS in white robS sæÆke.up 
one of the world�s most famousmountainsto 
sing and chant and beat dnmis.:ln a cave. 
� But the noise frOm Peers Cave in Table 

Mountain National Park H an international: 

heritage site �.lseausing sleeple in 

SunValley. hi Cape Town. 
� And Gavin Bell,One of the park�s 

managers, said the: cave contalüedthe only 
remaining San paintingsin the Peninsula, 
because all the othershad been �trashed!�. 
Last week Bunny Pendleburyof the local. 

neighbourhood watch. summonedpark: 
rangers to remove a group who had made 

fires in the cave. This week Peædlebüry said 

he received a call from a resident at 2.4Qmn to 

complain about the cbai 
At daybreak, the groups meet at a fish 

pond, where they wash their hands and feet. 
Epbraim Nafetfa, assistant general 

secretary of the ZiOn Christian Church, said 

!tsrepresentatives had met.park officials. 
�It Is definitely notà rule or practiCe of this 

church that inambers meet or sleep in caves 
or conduct any chm�ch:or. prayer services 1 

there,� he said. AndwhilØ there was.no proof 

that membersvisitØd the cave, Naletfa said: 

officials wOuld advise them not to do so 
� Dr GrahamAvery.of the Iziko Museum said 

archaeological deposits. older than 100.000 

pears had been uncovered In Peers Cave. Hi 
believes the. cave isthe most archaeologlcally 
slgnifieantplaee in the park. He said the cave 

walls were recently cleaned of graffiti but 
had been vandalised again. � 

� Wits archaeologist DrAmauda 
Esterbutysen said height was linked to 
sacredness and power by many religions. 

�You often find rellgioUsgroups going to 
Melville. topples in Johannesburg. Very often 
ancestrai.chiŁfs ire buried on hillsides?� 

BeIl.says.thät itisnot only church groups 
who overnight on the mountain illegally. 
Offiºials have met with various groups, 
lnciudihg shark spotters,.the homeless and. 
peopi.e.walklng their dogs,to.discuss their 

activities. On the mountain.: � threat is fire. When fynbos 
burns, there�s a lotof damage and a threat to 

people�s properties.and lives. there are also 
do tOilet. fàcilitiŁs Can you imagine the 
hnpactthat has on the mountain?� said Bell. 

The park, whiehis freely accessible, 
receives four million �visitors a year. 

BLUE SOLIDARITY:.Table Mountain in CapeTown was lit blue on Friday night 

Building, the Sydney Opera House and the London Eye, which were all lit blue 
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